Berlez Bass, LLC is a startup luthier, 
intent on making the most unique electric basses... 


...for the love of bottom end. 


Why Design & Build a Bass Guitar??? 





As a designer, | have always been interested by the design of 
modern electric guitars. | was awed by the electric upright double 
bass that Sting plays in the Every Little Thing She Does is Magic 
music video of the 1980s. | loved the idea of an upright contra-bass 
that was nothing more than a tall walking stick, but | also thought 
that the gawdy scrolls of the classic double basses clashed with the 
look of the stick bass, and made a uniquely modern instrument 
look antiquated. This was the beginnings of Berlez Bass, LLC; a 
conviction that | could design a better-looking electric upright bass. 


www.BerlezBass.com 








| love machinery and technology. | 
am particularly interested in technology 
that allows you to make the products of 
your dreams. The computer revolution 
has yielded reasonably affordable 
desktop machines that can produce 
three-dimensional shapes at a click of 
the mouse, with about the same ease as 
xerographic technology was during the 
1970’s. | am particularly interested in 
the plasma cutting and wood routing 
CNC machines, and have built myself 
several CNC machines to take part in 
this manufacturing revolution. 
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=——... For the love of bottom end... 


CNC technology bridges the gap between the designer 
and the end product. While it is still at its early stages the 
machinery has become more and more affordable, thus 
making it accessible for those that want to venture into 





point-and-click manufacturing. What would have taken a \ 
lifetime of apprenticeship to learn fine woodworking and \\ 
luthier (instrument making) skills is now largely reduced to \\ 
knowing how to design in 3D CAD and then its translation to AA 
CAM (Computer Aided Manufacturing). \ 


Electric Upright Bass Concept: AA 


Pictured here is the concept 
design for the Berlez Bass Electric 
Upright Contrabass. As explained 
above, Electric Upright basses are 
the modern equivalent to the 
classic acoustic Contrabasses. The 
new tradition is a stick design that 
deletes the big acoustic body 
chamber of the old Jazz or Classical 
Contrabasses. 

| have been working on this 
design for years. | have been 
thinking about the possibilities 
since | first saw Sting play his own 
electric upright in the music video for Every Little Thing She Does is Magic, but in the 1980s, the fine art 
of luthier (musical instrument making) was esoteric, revered, and a rare skill. You had to apprentice for 
decades to learn the trade and the art, and even finding a luthier was a search that took some dedication 
on its own. Modern technology has changed that. First, it has made the entire spectrum of instrument 
makers available to anyone and everyone connected to the internet. Second, the advent of CAD-CAM, 
computer aided manufacturing has made it so a 3D shape can be replicated and modified on a computer, 
without having to contend with the trial and error of designing while woodworking. My background in 
architectural and industrial design meant that | could also participate in the fun. 





www.BerlezBass.com 
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== For the love of bottom end... 


| took my first step into custom designed instruments by 
finding a willing instrument maker a few years back and giving 
them a sketch of a “stick bass” | had in mind. However, this only 
piqued my interest. The veil of mystery was lifted. The magic 
behind the art was explained, and my imagination went wild. This 
is how this decades long dream slowly, but surely, became a desire 
to create. Decades later, and | am very near finalizing my first 
working prototype. | am finished with the 3D design that was done 
in Solidworks. 


Standard Rock Bass Concept: 


While Berlez Bass, 
LLC may have begun 
with aspirations about 
Electric Upright “stick 
| bass” designs, my 
= | attention soon turned 
AG | to the possibilities of =. 

ty designing a standard 
3 rock bass. The first thing | thought about 

a ‘ A was pizzicato rhythmic character of Jazz bass sound in a 
: Standard rock bass body. Fender and other electric bass 
companies already have a “Jazz” bass variation, but they 
sound more like their Precision Bass than they do an Upright 
Jazz Double Bass. Much of the Double Bass’s characteristic 
sound is due to the “instrument length” between the nut at the 
head and bridge of the instrument. Some of it has to do with 
the separation between the strings and the fingerboard which 
allows the strings to resound when plucked harder in order to 
make a deeper thump accent to the notes being played. 
l i In Jazz and Jump Blues, bassists play 
rapid pizzicato walking bass lines. In Jazz and related styles, bassists often add semi-percussive “ghost 
notes” into bass lines, to add to the rhythmic feel and to add fills to a bass line. It is the desire for this 
“rhythmic feel” that encouraged me to play with the length of the typical standard rock bass, and why | 
ventured into designing a rock bass with a neck that is a hybrid between the typical Electric Jazz bass and 
the Classical Upright Jazz bass. 








FOR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE VISIT: 
www.BerlezBass.com 
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